
 
Teacher resource – Answer key 

 
PRESIDENTIAL POWERS:  INFORMAL OR IMPLIED POWERS 

 
Part I:  Using the information in Informal Powers of the President, investigate the extra-constitutional or implied 
powers of the president.  Provide an historical or modern example of a president carrying out each of these 
powers. 
 
Executive Orders: 
Orders issued by the President that carry the force 
of law 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Examples: 
1. FDR’s internment of Japanese-Americans during 

World War II 
2. Truman’s integration of the military during the 

Korean War 
3. Clinton’s “Don’t Ask Don’t Tell” policy of gays in 

the military 
4. GWB trying suspected terrorists in military 

tribunals 

Executive Agreements: 
• International agreements made by a president 

that has the  force of treaty 
• does not require Senate approval 
• usually trade agreements bet. US & other 

nations 
 
 
 
 

Examples: 
1. Jefferson’s purchase of Louisiana from France in 

1803 
2. George H. W. Bush and U.S.-Japanese trade 

agreements re: the auto industry 
3. GWB ‘s announced cuts in the US nuclear arsenal 

without a treaty 

Executive Privilege: 
1. claim by presidents that they have the 

discretion to decide that the national interest 
will be better served if certain information is 
withheld from the public, including courts and 
Congress 

 
 
 
 
 

Examples: 
1. Nixon’s refusal to turn over the Watergate tapes.  

The Supreme Court in U.S. v. Nixon, though it did 
not strike down the practice of executive privilege 
in general, ruled that Nixon must turn over the 
tapes 

2. Clinton’s refusal to turn over evidence re: an 
alleged affair with Monica Lewinsky.  The 
Supreme Court ruled against Clinton 

 
Part II:  With a partner or small group, discuss the following questions: 
1. Why are informal powers more important than formal powers, particularly to modern presidents?  
 The circumstances of the 20th Century have dictated the tremendous expansion of presidential power. US 

part of global economy; US as last remaining superpower.  Much of the power enjoyed by modern presidents 
comes from informal powers AND the Constitution is silent on many issues regarding foreign policy, the 
economy, etc. 

 
2.   Identify several advantages and disadvantages of the use of the president’s informal powers. 
 
3. Has the use and perhaps abuse of the informal powers created an “Imperial Presidency?”  Defend your 

answer. 
 


